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Preface

The sixth alumni conference of the International Space University, coordinated by the

ISU U.S. Alumni Organization (IUSAO), was held at Rice University in Houston, Texas,

on Friday July 11,1997.

The alumni conference gives graduates of the International Space University's

interdisciplinary, international, and intercultural program a forum in which they may

present and exchange technical ideas, and keep abreast of the wide variety of work in

which the ever-growing body of alumni is engaged. The diversity that is characteristic

of ISU is reflected in the subject matter of the papers published in this proceedings.

This proceedings preserves the order of the alumni presentations given at the 1997 ISU

Alumni Conference. As in previous years, a special effort was made to solicit papers

with a strong connection to the two ISU 197 Summer Session Program design projects:

(1) Transfer of Technology, Spin-Offs, Spin-Ins; and (2) Strategies for the Exploration of

Mars. Papers in the remaining ten sessions cover the departmental areas traditional to

the ISU summer session program.

Of special note in 1997 is that it is the first year of the Design Project Roundtables,

working discussions between alumni and students, which are intended to strengthen

the alumni involvement in the Summer Session projects, and to introduce 1997 students

into the distinguished ISU alumni family.

The IUSAO wishes to thank the NASA Johnson Space Center for sponsoring the 1997

ISU Alumni Conference proceedings publication, especially Luanne Jorewicz, for her

hard work. NASA provided a tremendous service to the ISU through their willing

assistance and significant technical expertise in the publication of these proceedings.

Steven R. Berry

ISU Class of 1992, USA

Space Policy & Law

Dr. Lance B. Bush

ISU Class of 1992, USA

Space Engineering
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